they think little of the past, and "build little on
the future. If they have enterprise, and if the
oppression under which they suffer be the
tyranny of caprice and individual rapacity
(which each man hopes to escape), not the
inevitable tyranny of rapacious laws, individuals
will still accumulate wealth, but they will
bequeath no monuments.

In all respects the external features of Con-
stantinople are characteristic of an empire
founded on a Faith, and of a people gravely de-
voted to pleasure, and yet addicted also to medi-
tation, and blindly submissive to fate. The three
ideas which they express are, Religion, Enjoy-
ment, and Death. The first is represented by
the mosques and minarets, which tower above
everything else; the second by the ample baths
and beautiful fountains, with, their projecting
roofs, Moorish panel-works, and gilded lattices,
within which the element which, in Greece and
Italy, was ever taught to fling up its radiance
into the sun, is jealously guarded, like a beauty
of the Seraglio, The idea of death confronts